[Single stage excision for an intractable brain abscess and free rectus abdominis flap for reconstruction of the anterior skull base].
A case is presented of the frontal brain abscess following resection of squamous cell carcinoma of the maxillary sinus who had undergone reconstruction of the anterior skull base using a free rectus abdominis muscle flap. Local flap, ex. galeal flap, can be used for separating the cranial space from the paranasal sinuses and the nasopharynx, but it cannot provide reliable separation and protection of the brain from bacterial flora of the upper airway and it is too weak to support the brain in cases where orbital exenteration has been performed. The distant flaps such as the pectoralis major musculocutaneous flap, on the other hand, can provide a good alternative for reconstruction of the anterior skull base in such difficult cases, but frequently requires a secondary division of the pedicle. The free flap can circumvent such problems. We used the free rectus abdominis muscle flap and the postoperative course was uneventful. A bone graft was not necessary to reconstruct the anterior skull base.